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effort to recognize Veterans Day as a new
federal holiday. He was named Georgia Chair-
man of the National Veterans Day Committee
and partnered with then-Governor of Georgia,
Herman Talmadge, to arrange a formal cere-
mony for the signing of the proclamation de-
claring the new holiday in Georgia. This cere-
mony became a tradition in the state that is
still honored today. Due to a decline in health,
2014 marked the first year that Commissioner
Wheeler was unable to attend but he certainly
was there in spirit.

In 1966, in response to the needs of the first
veterans returning from the Vietham War, as
well as those of their families and survivors,
Commissioner Wheeler created the Super-
market of Veterans Benefits, a one-day infor-
mational event aiming to gather local, state,
and federal agencies that provide services to
veterans. The event was so successful that it
became an annual signature event of the
GDVS and has been replicated throughout the
country.

In 1994, Commissioner Wheeler was ap-
pointed Chairman of the National World War |
Memorial Advisory Board by President Bill
Clinton, serving until the memorial’s dedication
by President George W. Bush in 2004. He
served as a past president of the National As-
sociation of State Directors of Veterans Affairs
and was a life member of the American Le-
gion, DAV, and AMVETS.

The Georgia General Assembly issued a
resolution in 1998 renaming the state’s war
veterans memorial complex in Atlanta, Geor-
gia as the “Pete Wheeler Georgia War Vet-
erans Memorial Complex.” The complex in-
cludes memorials to Georgia veterans from
the Spanish-American War through Desert
Storm/Desert Shield. Earlier this year, Com-
missioner Wheeler approved the design for
the next addition, a memorial honoring those
killed in Iraq and Afghanistan, which will be
dedicated on May 20, 2015.

On a personal note, Commissioner Pete
Wheeler was a close friend of mine. | have
truly been blessed by his friendship, counsel
and inspiration throughout the years.

Commissioner Wheeler has accomplished
much in his life but none of this would have
been possible without the love and support of
his family. His wife of 59 years, Geraldine, and
one daughter, Jane, preceded him in death.
Mourning his memory and rejoicing his life are
his daughter, Francis and son-in-law, Mark;
son, Peter and daughter-in-law, Debbie; son-
in-law, John; and six grandchildren, Matthew,
Joshua, Joanna, Alex, Charles, and Jonathan.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 730,000 residents of the
Second Congressional District and veterans all
across Georgia, salute Commissioner Pete
Wheeler for his outstanding public service and
his everlasting commitment to improving the
quality of life for our veterans. | ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to
join us in extending our deepest condolences
to Commissioner Wheeler’s family and friends
during this difficult time. We pray that they will
be consoled and comforted by an abiding faith
and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and
months ahead.
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Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Harold W. McGraw Il on his upcoming retire-
ment from the board of directors of McGraw
Hill Financial, the company that his great-
grandfather founded in 1888.

Known to his friends as Terry, he joined the
company in 1980, holding a number of leader-
ship positions before being named chief exec-
utive officer in 1998—the third McGraw to hold
that position.

During his tenure as CEO, Terry led the
company’s transformation from education and
publishing into a credit ratings, benchmarks
and portfolio-based company, with best-in-
class brands that include Standard & Poor’s,
Platts and J.D. Power.

Though he retired as CEO in 2013, Terry
remains active in the global business commu-
nity and is a well-known voice in various key
economic fields. In addition to chairing the
International Chamber of Commerce, the U.S.
Trade Representatives’ Advisory Committee
for Trade Policy and Negotiations, and the
U.S. Council for International Business and
the Emergency Committee for American
Trade, Terry also is a former Chairman of the
Business Roundtable and the U.S.-India Busi-
ness Council. He serves as a member of the
board of directors of United Technologies and
of Phillips 66, chairman of the Emergency
Committee for American Trade (ECAT), and a
member of the Business Council.

The company has always been a fixture in
the New York City philanthropic community
and, under Terry’s leadership, employees
have donated countless volunteer hours for
causes and programs around the city. This
has included everything from park clean-ups
with the New York Restoration Project to read-
ing to underserved elementary school children
as part of the Read Ahead partnership. The
company has provided scores of grants to arts
and cultural venues as well.

Terry has devoted himself personally to sev-
eral programs with which he has particularly
deep relationships. He greatly increased cor-
porate support—and personal contributions—
to the New York Public Library, where he also
serves as a Trustee. He continued the long
tradition of McGraw family and company sup-
port for Hartley House, a nonprofit community
center serving the Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood
of New York City. Terry also initiated the com-
pany’s partnership with the South Bronx-based
Morris High School Educational Campus, tak-
ing an active personal interest in the school by
meeting and mentoring its students, speaking
at events and launching an annual scholarship
program.

Mr. Speaker, Terry McGraw has distin-
guished himself throughout his career as a
skilled and savvy businessman, as well as a
generous and civic-minded philanthropist. |
ask my colleagues to support me in congratu-
lating him on his countless achievements dur-
ing a remarkable career.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide.

This year marks one hundred years since
the tragedy of the Armenian Genocide. A sys-
tematic campaign of genocide against the Ar-
menian people at the hands of the Ottoman
Empire. What began with the killing of 300 Ar-
menian leaders resulted in the deaths of one
and a half million people and the forced exile
of another 500,000.

It is often said that those who cannot re-
member the past are condemned to repeat it,
which is why each year | call on the President
to officially acknowledge this terrible chapter of
history by using the word ”genocide.” In a re-
cent Detroit News article, a local resident said
this, “The fact that 100 years later you still
have to explain and prove that what happened
to your ancestors was a premeditated crime
on a massive scale really incurs a lot of pain
for all Armenians.”

In my home state of Michigan, 11,000 peo-
ple of Armenian descent reside and may lead-
ing organizations have organized commemo-
rative events leading up to April 24th. | have
had the honor to attend many events at St.
John’s Armenian Church in Southfield where
there stands a memorial which contains the
remains of a genocide victim. We are also
proud that the only Armenian research center
attached to an American university is at the
University of Michigan-Dearborn where the
Center documents the Armenian genocide and
current Armenian issues.

| am always pleased to co-sponsor Con-
gressional resolutions that shed light on the
true nature of this ethnic extermination, and
honor its victims and survivors. On the 100th
Anniversary, | recall with deep sorrow the sto-
ries passed down through families of death
marches, labor camps, entire families wiped
out, years of slavery, massacre, and starva-
tion.

| respectfully request that all my colleagues
join me today in honoring the victims and sur-
vivors of the Armenian Genocide.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ARMENIAN GENO-
CIDE

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 100th anniversary of the start of
the Armenian Genocide.

In 1915, the Ottoman Empire orchestrated a
murderous campaign that resulted in the death
of 1.5 million Armenian men, women, and chil-
dren, and forced hundreds of thousands into
exile. Growing up in the land of William Sa-
royan, | learned the stories of this tragic time
from the sons and daughters of survivors time
and time again. Refusal to accurately recog-
nize this crime against humanity as genocide
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